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The  Dinky 

Early  residents  of  Elsah,  including  alumni,  faculty,  and  staff  of  Principia  College,  have  fond 
memories  of  the  Dinky.  The  Dinky  was  a  "railbus"  that  provided  transportation  along  a  railroad 
track  at  the  foot  of  the  bluffs  from  Alton  to  Grafton  from  1933  to  1953.  Prior  to  the  Dinky,  there 
was  regular  train  service  along  this  route  which  was  very  scenic  but  proved  to  be  unprofitable  for 
the  Illinois  Terminal  Railroad  Company  (IT).  The  equipment  was  old  and  in  poor  condition  and  a 
four-man  crew  was  required  for  the  operation  of  the  train. 

Elsah 's  own  Dewey  McDow  was  the  first  operator  of  the  Dinky  when  it  went  into  service  on  March  7, 
1933.  With  just  one  man  required  to  "drive"  the  Dinky,  the  route  from  Alton  to  Grafton  would  now 
be  a  more  profitable  operation.  The  Dinky  carried  passengers,  mail  and  light  cargo  from  Alton  to 
Grafton  with  stops  at  Hop  Hollow,  Clifton  Terrace,  Riehl,  Lock  Haven,  Elsah,  and  Chautauqua. 


The  first  Dinky  (#204)  to  be  put  into  service  was 
a  29-passenger  city  bus  powered  by  a  Hall-Scott 
gasoline  engine.  The  wheels  were  converted  to 
ride  the  rails,  and  a  baggage  partition  was 
added.  The  bus  was  painted  a  tangerine  orange 
with  the  red  oval  Illinois  Terminal  emblem  on 
the  side.  Dinky  #204  was  retired  from  service 
on  June  30,  1940  and  was  scrapped. 

The  second  Dinky  (#205)  was  a  30-passenger 
city  bus  that  operated  as  a  back-up  for  #204 
from  July  24,  1933  to  October  31,  1939  and  was 
scrapped. 


The  third  (and  final)  Dinky  (#206)  was  a  29- 
passenger  school  bus  that  operated  from 
November  16,  1939  to  May  24,  1953.  It  was 
rescued  from  the  scrapper's  torch  in  1953  by 
the  mini  RR  Club  of  Champaign,  and  in  1954  it 
was  sent  to  the  National  Museum  of  Transport 
in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  where  it  was  fully 
restored  and  is  on  permanent  exhibit. 

Many  a  villager  and  Principia  College  alum  carry 
fond  memories  of  the  Dinky  and  this  is  the 
Dinky  most  people  remember  riding  as  they 
traveled  to  and  from  Elsah.  It  was  in  service  for 
fourteen  years  while  the  first  Dinky  traveled  the 
tracks  for  only  seven  years. 


Dewey  McDow  with  the  first  Dinky  in  a  photo  dated 
July,  1 933.  Photo:  Museum  collection 


The  third  and  last  Dinky,  #206,  traveled  the  rails  from 
Alton  to  Grafton  and  back  again  from  November  1939 
through  May  1 953. 

Copied  from  original  photo  owned  by  Warren  Bohlman  on 
December  14,  1974  by  Paul  O.  Williams. 


No.  144  and  The  Dinky 

by  Genie  and  Eddie  Keller 


As  a  small  child,  Eddie  Keller  remembers  seeing  the  train,  Old  No.  144,  chugging  along  the  tracks  beside  the 
Mississippi  River,  about  1923.  The  train  ran  from  Grafton  to  Alton,  Illinois,  making  the  first  trip  of  the  day  at 
8:30  A.M.  and  returning  at  10:00  A.M.  When  it  got  back  to  Grafton,  it  entered  onto  the  turn-about  and  ended 
up  headed  back  to  Alton  at  2:00  P.M.  and  again  returning  to  Grafton  at  4:00  P.M.  where  it  was  put  to  bed  until 
the  next  day.  The  Alton  turn-about  was  where  the  present  sand  company  is  located.  The  Grafton  turn-about 
was  located  near  the  west  end  of  the  old  boat  works. 

Dewey  McDow  was  born  and  raised  in  Elsah  and  as  a  young  man  was  employed  by  the  Alton  &  Eastern 
Railroad.  He  would  go  to  work  each  day  by  taking  a  railroad  scooter,  which  was  a  motorized  car,  up  the 
railroad  track  to  Grafton  where  he  would  join  the  crew.  The  company  employed  a  Mr.  Nugent  who  was  the 
brakeman;  the  engineer  was  John  Gavin,  and  Dewey  McDow  was  in  charge  of  the  mail  and  freight.  A  small 
building  near  the  Odd  Fellows  building  in  Elsah  was  used  for  the  depot  and  was  manned  by  the  agent,  Mr. 
Garvin. 

The  steam  engine  pulled  one  and  sometimes  two  passenger  cars  plus  one  or  two  freight  cars.  The  train 
whistle  blew  upon  approaching  Elsah  and  when  it  was  necessary  to  warn  anyone  (or  any  animal)  to  be  aware 
that  the  train  was  coming  around  the  curve  of  the  bluff.  The  engine  of  the  train  was  fueled  by  coal,  and  so 
black  smoke  became  a  trail  in  the  sky.  The  train  was  an  important  figure  for  transporting  people  and  also  for 
hauling  produce,  coal,  lumber,  and  once  in  a  while,  a  cow  for  an  anxious  farmer.  When  a  load  of  coal  arrived, 
marked  for  Elsah,  a  horse-drawn  wagon  pulled  up  near  the  freight  car  and  the  coal  was  hand  shoveled  into 
the  back  of  the  wagon.   The  stone  quarry  provided  much  stone  and  lime  for  the  freight  cars. 

Then  in  1933  the  train  arrived  from  Alton  bringing  a  group  of  Principia  friends  from  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  to 
look  over  the  Ames'  property  that  The  Principia  had  purchased.  It  was  a  rather  large  group  who  got  off  of  the 
train  and  walked  up  LaSalle  Street.  Among  the  people  were  the  Morgans,  Hamlins,  Andrews,  Gertsches,  and 
Moreys,  who  were  prominent  on  the  campus  for  many  years.  With  this  group  was  Bernard  Maybeck,  an 
architect  who  would  play  an  important  part  in  the  building  of  Principia  College.  Also,  during  one  summer, 
William  Jennings  Bryan  spoke  at  Chautauqua  and,  of  course,  he  traveled  by  train.  This  was  in  the  early 
1920s. 

And  so  one  day,  about  1933,  time  suggested  a 
change  and  the  train  stopped  running.  In  its  place 
was  the  Dinky.  The  Dinky  traveled  the  same  rails 
but  it  was  a  bus  outfitted  with  rail  wheels.  It 
performed  the  same  function  as  the  old  144.  The 
driver,  the  engineer,  the  brakeman  and  the  agent 
was  no  other  than  Dewey  McDow.  He  performed 
his  duties  for  many  years  and  not  only  took  care  of 
the  passengers  but  brought  the  mail  to  Elsah  from 
Alton. 

It  was  a  wonderful  ride  to  go  between  the  beautiful 
bluffs  and  the  mighty  Mississippi  River.  You  could 
watch  the  changing  river,  catch  the  sunlight  on  the 
hills,  see  the  palisades  in  all  their  glory,  and  raise 
your  eyes  to  behold  a  golden  eagle.  There  would  be 
much  pointing  for  something  unusual  to  see,  and 
most  of  all  the  wonderful  experience  of  freedom. 
The  open  windows  in  the  summer  gave  many 
children  the  thrill  of  old-fashioned  "hanging  out" 
and  the  feeling  of  country  air  upon  their  faces. 
Even  some  of  the  fathers  copied  their  children.  It 
was  a  time  to  remember  and  cherish  the  feeling  of 
motion  of  the  Dinky,  the  swaying  and  happiness  of 
an  adventure.  Wherever  you  are,  remember  your 
"ride  of  a  lifetime"  on  THE  DINKY. 
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Eddie  Keller  at  Historic  Elsah  Foundation's  gala 
celebration  of  the  Dinky.   February  2006 

Photo:  Marie  Oleson 
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In  Celebration  of  the  Dinky... 


In  Farley's  Music  Hall  last  February,  Historic  Elsah  Foundation  hosted  an  evening  in  celebration  of  the  Dinky. 
Tim  Tomlinson  presented  a  video  (that  had  been  converted  from  a  home  movie)  of  a  ride  on  the  Dinky.  It  was 
a  bumpy  ride  but  it  left  you  with  a  pretty  good  sense  of  what  it  was  like  to  travel  on  a  "railbus"  from  Alton  to 
Grafton. 

Many  villagers  and  friends  turned  out  for  the 
occasion,  including  Bill  Getzschman  and  Jim 
Bilsborrow  who  have  spent  countless  hours 
volunteering  their  time  and  talent  at  the  Museum  of 
Transportation  in  St.  Louis,  where  the  beautifully 
restored  Dinky  is  on  exhibit.  Also  attending  the 
celebration  was  Mark  Godwin  from  the  Illinois 
Traction  Society,  Dale  Jenkins  from  the  Norfolk 
Southern  Corporation,  and  Tom  Owen  from  Alton's 
Museum  of  History  and  Art. 

Thirteen  of  the  seventy-five  or  so  who  attended  the 
celebration,  had  actually  ridden  the  Dinky,  including 
Nancy  McDow,  the  daughter  of  Dewey  McDow,  the 
Dinky's  first  driver. 

On     special    loan    from     Principia     College    was     a 

delightfully    whimsical    painting    of    the    Dinky    by      Rudolph   Tandler's  painting   of  the  Dinky   unloading 

Rudolph  Tandler  that  hangs  in  the  college's   guest       mail  and  freight  in  Elsah  sometime  between  1932  and 

house.    (See  page  6  for  more  information  on  Mr.  Tandler.)  1940. 

Photo  used  with  permission  from  Gladys  Tandler  Hancock.    Painting 
owned  by  The  Principia. 


Grafton  Here  We  Come! 


'"We've  only  eighteen  minutes  before  the  dinky  leaves.  Come  on  you  all,  let's  go!  Get  on  your  jeans  and 
HURRY!"  Cause  of  said  flurry  of  excitement?  Grafton...  and  HAMBURGERS!  If  you've  never  been,  you've 
never  really  lived,  and  going  in  a  car  doesn't  count.  Any  Grafton  fiend  will  tell  you  that  the  only  acceptable 
way  to  do  it  is  on  the  dinky.  But  we  have  only  eighteen  minutes!  HASTE.  On  with  the  jeans  and  baggy  shirt. 
Grab  wallet  and  pick  up  buddies  as  you  taxi  out  the  dorm. 

Quickest  way  to  Elsah  seems  to  be  the  back  trail.  In  these  times,  I  find  the  most  successful  way  to  maneuver 
that  is  to  simply  sit  down  and  let  nature  takes  its  course.  Let  me  not  be  accused  of  limiting,  however;  there 
are  many  more  graceful  means.  When  you  arrive  panting  in  Elsah  at  4:40  on  the  dot,  don't  get  panicky  if  the 
dinky  isn't  in  sight.  The  chances  are  ten  to  nothing  it  hasn't  passed  you  by.  Just  as  you  are  about  to  devour 
your  last  nail  in  the  strain  of  hunger  and  anxiety,  and  make  the  sacrificial  rationalization  that  Brunschweiger 
at  Keller's  is  just  as  exotic,  therell  be  a  wheezing  around  the  bluff  and  Dinky  will  come  charging  in.  As  the 
conductor  throws  mail  out  with  one  hand,  he  pulls  you  in  with  the  other. 

The  dinky  trip  is  jolly  and  usually  interesting  as  the  shore  line  careens  by  and  the  sun  sinks  lower  over 
Missouri.  Past  the  light  house  at  Chautauqua  and  a  few  scattered  boats  and  houses.  Stop  after  next,  you 
pull  up  in  front  of  the  Grafton  "depot."  The  conductor  usually  says,  "O.K.  folks,  back  in  thirty  minutes,"  but 
by  that  time  you  should  be  half  way  up  the  hill  to  Main  Street.  When  you  get  there  you  turn  left.  Walk 
briskly  by  a  hardware  store,  and  come  to  a  full  stop  in  front  of  a  respectable  looking  neon  sign  saying 
"Restaurant."  Barge  in  and  establish  a  beach  head  in  the  booth  nearest  the  jukebox.  Be  smart!  Granted  a 
cheeseburger  in  the  breadbasket  is  worth  two  on  the  grill,  but  my  advice  is  that  two  below  the  belt  are  better 
still  and  this  can  only  be  accomplished  by  ordering  them  both  at  the  same  time.  Another  thought:  Dill  pickle. 
Feed  jukebox  one  Mills  Brothers  and  one  "T.D."  Then  feel  free  to  relax  and  gulp  in  air  and  kitchen  smeUs. 
Food  is  marvelous,  but  there  is  no  time  to  rhapsodize.  On  way  to  settle  accounts,  let  me  add  just  one  more 
word  of  advice.  Spend  your  change  on  something  substantial  like  for  instance  a  Baby  Ruth.  Take  it  from  me, 
the  punch  board  doesn't  pay  offi 

Then  sprint  back  to  the  dinky,  which  is  usually  snorting  impatiently  to  be  off.  Once  on  board,  and  sprawled 
comfortably,  munching  Baby  Ruth,  I  guarantee  a  glow  of  well  being  and  a  feeling  of  real  accomplishment. 
This  is  one  little  experience  that  shouldn't  be  missed.    Good  only  for  laughs. 


This  article  (author  unknown)  appeared  in  the  Principia  Pilot  in  1 946-1947,  Volume  TV,  #  7,  page  3. 
Number  92  3 


Autumn  2006 


Village  ofElsah  Museum  Events... 


Photo  Contest:  The  purchase  prize  of  $150  for  the  Village  of  Elsah's  seventh  Annual  Photography 
Exhibit  was  awarded  to  Barbara  Bagby-Zitnmerinan  for  her  color  photograph  entitled  "White 
Rockers."  Gretchen  Batz  received  Special  Recognition  for  Quality  of  Print  for  her  photograph  "Five 
Hinges"  and  Jacqueline  Smith  received  Special  Recognition  for  composition  for  her  photograph 
"God  Bless."  The  theme  for  this  year's  exhibit  was  Elsah  Close  Up.  The  photographs  were  exhibited 
in  the  museum  from  August  1 1  through  October  29,  with  a  reception  on  August  12. 

The  judge,  Janice  Nesser-Chu,  is  a  working  photographer /artist  and  a  professor  of  photography  at 
St.  Louis  Community  College  at  Florissant  Valley  in  Missouri. 

Other  photographers  included  in  this  exhibit  are  Philip  Bognar,  Robert  Craig,  Yvonne  Hayes, 
Bonnie  Hindelang,  Brady  Kesner,  Jeri  Lewitz,  Inge  Mack,  Barbara  Palmer,  Aaron  Sandifer,  Bev 
Sandifer,  James  Schmidt,  Bryan  Stieglitz,  and  Nancy  Wiley. 


Barbara  Bagby-Zimmerman 
receiving  her  First  Place  Prize 
from  Elsah's  mayor,  Marge 
Doerr.  Photo:  Marie  Oleson 


CiitttliLii  But:  (left)  uctnt'd 
Special  Recognition  foi  Oiialit}  of 
Print  and  Jacqueline  Smith  (right) 
received  Special  Recognition  for 
Composition.    Photo:  Marie  Oleson 


First  Place  Purchase  Prize: 
White  Rockers 


Barbara  Bagby-Zimmerman's 
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Above:     Jacqueline  Smith's  photograph  of  Elsah's  United 
Methodist  Church,  God  Bless. 

Left:    Gretchen  Batz'  photograph  Five  Hinges. 
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Museum's  Book  and  Bake  Sale:  This  year's  three-day  sale  (October  27,  28,  29)  brought  in 
$322.45  for  the  museum  conservation  fund.  The  museum  is  closed  for  the  winter.  During  the 
2006  season  it  was  open  91  days  and  welcomed  1,021  visitors.  The  museum  will  open  again  the 
first  weekend  in  April  2007,  and  will  be  open  every  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday  from  1:00  to  4:00 
through  the  last  weekend  in  October. 


Report  to  Members  and  Friends 


Our  last  issue  of  Elsah  History  (#91)  carried  the  call  for  members  and  friends  to  support  an 
endowment  fund  that  had  been  established  for  the  long-term  care  of  Farley's  Music  Hall  To  date, 
thirty-three  members  and  friends  have  donated  a  total  of  $13,100.  Five  have  given  $1,000  or  more, 
two  have  given  $500  or  more,  and  eighteen  have  given  $100  or  more.  We  are  grateful  to  the 
following  members  and  friends  for  their  immediate  and  generous  response.   Thank  you! 


Helen  Andrews 

Cynthia  Beavers 

Edith  Belote 

Linda  Bohai<;er 

Paula  and  Ned  Bradley 

June  and  Bob  Cronin 

Jennifer  Dyck 

David  Foitz 

Sue  and  Tom  Fuller 

Rosemarie  and  Richard  Gatehouse 

Greatriven-oad.com 

Ellen  and  Stanley  Hanoid 

Wendie  and  Jonathan  Hosmer 

Adria  and  Ken  Johnson 

Betty  Jeanne  Johnson 

Lucian  Kruiiowski 

Judy  and  Deane  Leonard 

Ute  Levi 

Jeri  and  Ed  Lewitz 

Christine  and  Tim  MoitIs 

Enid  Narver 

Marie  and  Ole  Oleson 

Jane  and  David  Pfeifer 

Thomas  Russell 

Mary  Anne  and  Jim  Schmidt 

Ann  (Barnes)  Simpson 

Helen  Sprague  and  Family 

Kathiyn  and  Matt  Thompson 

Rose  and  Tim  Tomlinson 

Alma  Tripidi 

Valerie  and  Mark  Tucker 

John  and  Ten"i  Viner 


We  are  still  a  long  way  from  our  goal  of  $125,000,  but  will  continue  to 
work  toward  this  goal  over  the  next  few  years.  Your  continued  financial 
support  will  be  greatly  appreciated. 

Even  as  we  pursue  donations  from  our  members  and  friends,  we  are 
actively  searching  other  avenues  to  raise  funds  for  Farley's. 

This  December  2""^',  we  will  celebrate  Elsah's  annual  Home  for  the 
Holidays.  All  proceeds  will  be  added  to  the  Farley  Fund.  Eight  homes 
will  be  open  for  the  house  tour.  This  year  we  will  have  a  fourteen- 
passenger  horse-drawn  trolley,  and  Ellen  Hanoid  is  converting  her 
living  room  and  kitchen  into  a  "Holiday  Shoppe."  The  eight  home 
owners  who  have  graciously  agreed  to  open  their  homes  are  Ned  and 
Paula  Bradley,  Steve  and  Cindy  Ira,  Terry  and  Gayle  Lang,  Mike  and 
Pauline  Pitchford,  Eric  and  Lynn  Schreiber,  Blair  and  Dory  Smith,  Tim 
and  Deborah  Smith,  and  Mark  and  Susan  Young. 

To  cover  the  costs,  allowing  ALL  proceeds  from  ticket  and  Holiday 
Shoppe  sales  to  go  toward  Farley's  needs,  the  following  businesses  have 
enthusiastically  sponsored  this  event:  Grafton's  Country  Corner  Fudge, 
Chautauqua's  greatriverroad.com,  and  Elsah's  Green  Tree  Inn,  My  Just 
Desserts  and  Principia  College.  The  following  individuals  are  also 
showing  their  support  with  a  sponsorship:  Tim  and  Joy  Booth,  Stan 
and  Ellen  Hanoid,  Steve  and  Cindy  Ira,  Ed  and  Jeralyn  Lewitz,  Al  and 
Inge  Mack,  David  and  Jane  Pfeifer,  Ole  and  Marie  Oleson,  Bob  and  Sara 
Rockabrand,  and  one  anonymous  donor. 

Two  additional  projects  that  will  benefit  Farley's  are  the  sale  of  Rudolph 
Tandler's  Elsah  Christmas  card  and  the  sale  of  fresh  holiday  greens  to 
local  residents.    HEF  earns  10%  on  the  sale  of  the  greens. 

Current  status  of  Farley's:  In  order  to  solve  a  leaking  roof  problem, 
Gary  Ray,  from  Elk  Heating  and  Sheet  Metal,  replaced  nine  metal 
panels  on  the  roof,  and  the  whole  roof  is  now  ready  for  paint.  Ne.xt 
spring  some  exterior  siding  and  window  sills  will  be  replaced  and  the 
building  will  be  painted. 

Marie  Oleson,  president 


In  Remembrance:  Mariana  "Nickii"  Campbell,  a  long  time  resident  of  Elsah  and  member  of 
Historic  Elsah  Foundation,  passed  away  in  September.  Nickii  and  her  husband,  Colin,  were  very 
active  on  the  tennis  court  and  also  loved  to  travel  —  mostly,  but  not  exclusively,  to  Italy  and  Hawaii. 
Their  son  Gavin  and  his  family  live  near  Chicago,  and  their  daughter  Stacia  and  her  family  live  in 
Connecticut.  Nickii's  sweet  smile  and  her  friendly  and  generous  manner  will  certainly  be  missed. 
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Rudolph  Tandler:   A  New  York  Artist  in  Elsah 

By  Karen  Griep  Heilbrun 

Rudolph  Frederick  Tandler,  affectionately  known  as  Rudie  to  those  who  knew  him,  had  a  deep  and 
abiding  passion  for  beauty  and  its  expression  through  art.  Born  in  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan  on 
March  7,  1887,  Rudie  expressed  an  interest  in  art  early  in  his  life.  He  took  art  lessons  from  Mathias 
Alten,  a  local  artist,  at  the  age  of  14.  He  pursued  a  career  in  art  despite  his  parents' 
discouragement.  His  career  as  an  artist  began  at  the  Reed-Tandler  engraving  company.  Later,  he 
studied  painting  and  illustration  at  the  Chicago  Art  Institute,  and  graduated  in  June  of  1914. 

He  became  a  resident  of  Woodstock,  New  York,  in  1919,  where  he  pursued  his  painting  career.  He 
received  additional  training  in  life  and  landscape  painting  from  such  artists  as  Charles  Rosen, 
Andrew  Dasburg,  and  John  Sloan.  He  also  worked  as  an  illustrator  in  New  York  City,  and  in  the 
August  1919  Century  Illustrated  magazine,  his  glitzy  drawings  appeared  in  Willa  Cather's  short 
story  "Scandal."  In  addition,  he  illustrated  for  Collier's,  Scribner's,  Everybody's  Magazine,  Century, 
Delineator,  and  The  Ladies  Home  Journal,  during  the  early  1920s  and  30s.  In  1931  he  received  the 
Scarab  Club  Gold  Medal  from  the  Detroit  Institute  of  Arts  for  his  painting  "Gladys." 

In  1932,  Rudie  became  the  Art  Director  and  a  professor  for  The  Principia  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
teaching  college  students  with  his  customary  enthusiasm.  The  Principia  Mothers'  Club  had  him 
illustrate  a  cook  book,  Kitchenology  with  Principia  Friends,  as  a  fund  raiser  for  the  college  in  1933. 

When  the  college  moved  to  Elsah  in  1935,  the  Tandler  family 
moved  into  a  large  brick  home  in  Elsah,  which  became  known 
as  "The  Studio"  (now  the  residence  of  Ned  and  Paula  Bradley). 
His  wife  and  daughters  ran  a  tea  room  and  gift  shop,  and  he 
had  his  art  studio  on  the  first  floor  of  the  house. 


Rudie  believed  that  living  in  Elsah  provided  a  greater 
opportunity  for  an  artist  to  develop  his  or  her  own  style  than 
the  "hectic,  crowded  field  back  East."i  He  began  spending 
many  hours  painting  the  pre-tourist  village  and  the 
surrounding  area  in  1935.  His  painting  "Ringmaster"  was 
exhibited  at  the  1939  World's  Fair  in  New  York,  a  fitting  tribute 
to  his  growth  as  an  artist.  His  career  ended  on  October  22,  1940,  when  he  passed  away.  But  he 
left  behind  his  work,  including  Christmas  card  illustrations  in  which  he  captured  the  charm  of 
Elsah.  The  reprinting  of  his  Christmas  cards  for  a  charitable  cause  is  exactly  as  he  would  have  it. 

1    Helen  Clanton,  "An  Eastern  Artist  Finds  a  Perfect  Setting  for  Work  in  Elsah,  II.,"  St.  Louis  Globe-Democrat, 
May  11,  1936. 

The  photograph  is  from  Kitchenology  with  Principia  Friends  (St.  Louis,  Missouri:  Clark-Sprague,  Inc.,  1933), 
book  cover.   Provided  by  The  Principia  College  Archives. 

Karen  Griep  Heilbrun  is  a  recent  graduate  of  Principia  College. 


With  the  kind  permission  of  Rudolph  Tandler's 
daughter,  Gladys  Tandler  Hancock,  Historic  Elsah 
Foundation  has  reproduced  Mr  Tandler's  1936 
Christmas  card,  which  features  the  Village  of  Elsah. 

These  cards  (5"  x  7"  when  folded)  are  printed  on 
quality  card  stock  and  are  blank — ready  for  your 
hand  written  or  computer  printed  message.  Cost  is 
$30  for  25  cards  or  $12.50  for  10  cards  (envelopes 
included).  All  proceeds  will  go  toward  the  exterior 
renovation  and  preservation  of  historic  Farley's  Music 
Hall. 
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Village  Happenings,.. 

New  public  restrooms:  The  lower  floor  of  the 
Village  Hall,  where  Elsah's  jail  was  once  located, 
has  been  remodeled  to  provide  new  handicap 
accessible  restrooms  for  visitors  to  Elsah.  The 
project  was  funded  by  the  village  together  with  a 
grant  from  the  National  Scenic  B3rways  Program. 
New  landscaping  is  planned  for  next  spring. 
The  bars  are  still  on  the  windows  of  the  former 
calaboose. 

Jersey  County  Historical  Society:  Last  June, 
twenty-five  villagers  visited  the  Jersey  County 
Historical  Society  in  Jerseyville  for  lunch  and  a 
tour  of  the  Society's  museum,  the  Cheney 
Mansion,  and  the  Lone  Star  School,  which  was 
recently  moved  to  the  site  and  beautifully 
restored.  During  the  early  1800s  the  Cheney 
Mansion  was  a  station  along  the  underground 
railroad,  and  chilling  evidence  of  those  difficult 
and  cruel  days  has  been  preserved  for  all  to  see. 

Jim  Green  Exhibit:  Principia  Professor  of  Art, 
Judith  Felch,  gave  an  interesting  and 
informative  talk  about  local  artist,  Jim  Green,  at 
Principia  College's  Wanamaker  Hall  on 
September  22.  Jim  Green,  who  retired  in  1976 
after  teaching  art  at  the  college  for  35  years, 
passed  away  in  2005.  An  exhibit  of  his  work 
was  on  exhibit  in  the  Marshall  Brooks  Library 
through  October  14.  The  talk  was  sponsored  by 
the  Principia  Art  Department  and  Historic  Elsah 
Foundation 

Autumn  Market:  Debbie  Wedding's  (and 
friends')  annual  Autumn  Market  was  a  rousing 
success.  Open  for  two  weeks  in  Farley's  Music 
Hall,  customers  enjoyed  a  wide  variety  of 
decorative  items.  Sales  were  brisk  and  plans 
are  already  under  way  for  next  year  as  they 
promise  to  be  back  in  2007. 

Gentle  Rain  Concert:  Villagers  and  friends 
celebrated  nature  with  music,  haiku,  and  poetry 
last  June  in  Farley's  Music  Hall.  The  concert 
was  given  by  a  local  group  called  "Gentle  Rain 
and  Friends"  featuring  Christine  Drescher,  Rich 
Jones,  Nancy  Lippincott,  Ali  Sotanshahi,  and 
Gretchen  Batz. 

Village  Board:  Cindy  Ira  has  been  appointed  to 
the  Village  Board  to  complete  Debbie  Flatley's 
term,  and  Stan  Hanold  has  replaced  Bill  Flatley 
on  the  Zoning  Board.  The  Flatleys  have  moved 
to  Maine. 
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United  States  Congressman  John  Shimkus 
visits  Elsah:  Farley's  Music  Hall  and  Jerry 
Taetz'  neighboring  yard  were  the  setting  for  a 
summer  picnic  where  more  than  125  people 
turned  out  to  honor  our  local  congressman, 
John  Shimkus.  Elsah  resident,  Tim  Booth, 
hosted  the  event. 


United  States  Congressman  John  Shimkus  acklrcssc. 
supporters  during  a  summer  picnic. 

Photo:  Marie  Oleson 

Quilt  Retreat:  Lunch  and  a  delightful  program 
on  "Feed  Sack  Quilts  and  Clothing"  were 
sponsored  by  My  Just  Desserts  in  September. 
The  speaker  was  Kay  Burris,  a  local  quilt 
collector.  Three  quilt  retreats  are  scheduled  for 
2007.    (See  http://mviustdesserts.org  for  information.) 

Museum's  Annual  Entertainment  Day:  Folk 
songs  and  the  bluegrass  music  of  Teresa 
Mazurek,  Jeff  Mild,  Dan  Capstick,  Steve  Clark, 
and  Jim  Hostler  were  enjoyed  by  museum 
visitors  also  in  September. 

New  Construction:  Two  new  residences  have 
been  built  on  Mill  Street  in  Elsah's  historic 
district  during  this  past  year.  The  houses  are 
owned  by  Liz  and  Jose  Mata  and  Sallie  and 
Larry  Elder.  In  addition,  the  home  on  LaSalle 
Street  formerly  occupied  by  Jim  Green  has  been 
purchased  and  renovated  by  Jane  and  David 
Pfeifer. 

Annual  Weenie  Roast:  Villagers  and  friends 
enjoyed  a  beautiful  but  cool  October  evening 
down  by  the  river  with  a  bonfire  and  weenie 
roast.  Thanks  to  Cindy  Ira  for  setting  it  up,  to 
Bob  Smith  for  the  impressive  bonfire  and  to 
everyone  for  the  delicious   potluck  offerings. 
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upcoming  Activities  in  the  Village  of  Elsah... 


Game  night  —  pot  luck  supper,  $1.00/person; 
Second  Saturday  of  each  month,  except  December; 
Nov  11,  Jan  13,  Feb  10,  Mar  10,  Apr  14,  May  12. 
6:00  p.m.  Civic  Center 

Folk  dances  —  All  are  welcome,  $5/person, 
$15  max  per  family,  student  half-price  with  ID; 
Third  Saturday  of  each  month;  Nov  18,  Jan  20, 
Feb  17,  Mar  17,  Apr  21,  May  19. 
7:00  p.m.  Farley's  Music  Hall 


Home  for  the  Holidays  —  house  tour.   $15/person; 
Saturday,  December  2;  followed  by  caroling 
procession  and  tree  lighting  in  Selma  Square. 
3:00  to  5:45  for  house  tour;  museum  and  Holiday 
Shoppe  at  12  LaSalle  Street,  open  1:00  to  5:45 

Christmas  Sing 

Sunday,  December  17,  sponsored  by  Elsah's  two 
churches  and  Historic  Elsah  Foundation. 
3:00  p.m.  Starts  in  the  Methodist  Church,  moves 
to  the  Christian  Science  Church,  and  ends  with  a 
reception  in  Farley's  Music  Hall. 


Notice:   There  are  a  few  Elsah  sesquicentennial  plates  left  at  Jeremiah 's-Elsah  for  $25  plus  S&H. 
Each  plate  sold  benefits  HEF. 


Welcome... 

...Kathy  and  Jim  Border,  and  infant  son,  Jameson 
...Joetta  and  Dennis  Gray  —  80  Mill  Street 


138  Mill  Street 


and  Farewell... 

...to   Debbie  and  Bill  Flatley 


.to   Rick  Mattson 


80  Mill  Street 
138  Mill  Street 


and  sold  to  current  village  residents... 

...to   Jane  and  David  Pfeifer  —  15  LaSalle  Street  (Jim  Green's  former  home) 

...to   Deborah  and  Tim  Smith  —  22  Mill  Street  (The  Buggy  Shop/Peggy  Ouderkirk's  former  home) 

...to   Bob  Wilson  —  2  Alma  Street  (Arnold  and  Michelle  Schmith's  former  home) 

Welcome  to  new  members  of  HEF:        Catherine  Barlow,  Ross  and  Beth  Ann 
Chronister,  James  and  Joetta  Gray,  Carla  Luken,  Nolen  and  George  Provenzano. 
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The  purposes  ofHistoric  Elsah  Foundation  are  stated  in  the  Articles  of  Incorporation  (1971): 
"...ihepresemarion  and  enhancement  of  the  historic  buildings,  houses,  architecture  and  culture  of  the  Village  of  Elsah,  Illinois, 
the  historic  areas,  the  publication  of  historical  brochures,  pamphlets,  and  periodicals  regarding  the  Village,  and  the  establishment 
of  an  educational  program  to  inform  the  general  public  of  the  historical  and  educational  value  of  the  Village. 
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